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NEW CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 


How do you carry out a major commitment to new church 
development in a world of limited resources? 

An attempt to answer that question, and others, is at the heart of 
a major new church development research project which has been 
launched by American Baptist National Ministries. 

It is a project which is designed to garner lessons from the past 
as well as to look to future possibilities. 

One focus of the research effort will be on lessons that were 
learned from a major denominational focus on new church devel- 
opment in the mid-1950s. (The effort, called “Churches for New 
Frontiers,” led to the establishment of some 120 new American 
Baptist congregations.) 

A second focus will be on current and projected socioeconomic 
changes that are likely to influence the establishing of churches 
whose ministries will go into the next century. 

“Given the rapidly changing world in which we live, church 
development cannot be done in the future as it has been done in 
the recent past,” says Owen Owens, who is convener of a research 
team of staff members. The team’s primary responsibility will be to 
help identify questions to be answered in the research and to help 
shape the research design. 

A final report, sharing summaries of information gathered and 
identifying possible policy options and guidelines for future work, 
will be completed by December of 1981. 
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